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the prcgram was studied, and the kinds and amcunts of credit granted 
by the college were examined. The following questions were 
/investigated: how much vo-tech and experiential credit and credit by 
’ exapination was awarded, and to what percentages of students? How 
| * wguch study do students complete in the Ganeral College and in other 
; eclleges of the university prior to admission to kaccalaureate 
programs? Does admission to kaccalaureate programe result in an 
increase in the number of credits earned in the General College? What 
portion cf study in their core program do students take inthe 
-Genetal Ccllege? How many credits of internship, individual study, 
and specialty courses do students take, and at what points in their 
pregress toward degree? What changes, if any, occur in students* 
numeric point average before and after students" admission to the 
baccalaureate programs? (SW) 
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In 1977-1978, our faculty baccalaureate programs committee sought student evaluations 
of our four-year degrees and measured their impact upon curri culum, instruction, and 
advising.* The committee's concerns also extended to what might be termed quality con- 
trol. It therefore collected information bearing upon such questions aSeee 


Does the General College individualized baccalaureate degree program 
attract students from community colleges ? 


state universities ? other 

collegfes of the University ? ; ox y 

: Za ; es 
Does General College accept as new students degree candidates with Be” Pee 
large accumulations of non-University credits ? 38 Zo 

; & z 

How much credit does Generai College grant toward baccalaureate wo z 
degrees, typically, for vocational-technical training, experiential oan Ke 
learning, special examinations, internships, individual study, and Sr 22 
~the-like ? 2 2 w < 

, 25 zs 

: ce ira 

& How much upper division work is included in the core programs pre- a ez 


sented by candidates for General College baccalaureates ? What per- 
centage of this is earned in upper division General College courses ? 


e 
What is the average numeric point grade average of applicants accepted set 
for admission to General College baccalaureate degree programs ? ‘a ‘ 
J . 
~ What changes, if any, occur in academic grade averages after students 
begin work on their individually designed degree programs in General 
College ? R 
4 ‘ . 


We need more experience with current policy guidelines before we can arrive at extensive 
conctusions. But Professor Hansen resents nere data whian yield preliminary generaliza- 
tions and provide a point of departure for forthcoming studies wnich will allow us to 
make substantial comoarisons and foresee possible trends. Norman WwW. Moen 
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A CREDIT AND GRADE POINT ANALYSIS OF: TRANSCRIPTS 0 
fs 
GRADUATES OF INDIVIDUALIZED BACCALAUREATE DEGAZE PROGRAMS 
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Evelym Unes Hansen 
oted to the reporting 
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This is the fourth and final part of a series dev 
of results. from a 1977-78 comprehensive study of the Individualized .3acca- 


laureate Degree Program of the General College. Our aim in making that study . 


_.- was to collect and examine information about our experience of nearly a 


| 
‘decade with individualized baccalaureate degree ptograms. 
» The first three parts off the series which’ preceded this fourth repart-:” 


, . J 
are availaple as separate issues of The General College Studies -(xV: 1. ; 
The first of the three reported faculty perceptions of individual ifed bacca- 

; » 
The second presented the results 


r f 
laureate degree progi4ms in this college. 
of an advising time inventory and an analysis of the consequences of indivi- 
dualized baccalaureate programs on faculty advising, activities, and academic: 
This fourth, the last of the series, 


load, The third of the series reported the results ofa survey of alumni who > 
on to the program, and 


‘ 


\ 


had been graduated from the program, 
to 
rt /and after admissi 
e 


. 
concerns students' progress prior 
reports the kinds and amounts of credit granted by the Genera’ College in the 
awarding of baccalaureate degrees. 7 | 
In compiling information tor ots fourth report, we used transcripts, | 


and other records from Qur files, as available, for those baccalaureate 
graduates who had participated in ur Survey cf Graduates, the subject of 


* . 
the third report of this series. As records of some were more complete 


r a 
.than those of. others, full data were not availaole to us .in making this 


study. Some of the ‘information we sought was available for all graduates. 
/ 


All of tne information we sougnt was availaole for some, Jut for some,, 


/ 


information was limitkd. 


Dr. Paul Feltovidh helped to design this study, He developed procedures = - °- 
Seek bili J . 


and prepared a set of four forms for recording availaole information: * 


1) Freshman Admission Daca, 2) Baccalaureate Programs AdmissWon Data, 


3) Credit by Quarter Analysis, and 4) Four=Phase Cumulative Credit Analysis. 


He jnstructed research sistants in methods of entering the information from 


records and transcripts |\onto the forms, and then supervised the keypunching 


of data to cards. When he left to assume a position at another university, 
Ri | aaa . ; - 


Or. Thomas 8rothen became research advisor for this project. 


Data bed 


y - 


The Freshman Admission Data form prepared by Or. Feltovich. includéd the 
student's birth year, sex, high school rank, year of high School aradia gion: 

- quarter and year of freshman admission, scutes and ere ‘st Bianker dreait P 
granted by the General College upon admission, and scores, as available, on 
the MSAT, PSAT, ACT, SCAT, and the danweat College Comorenensive Examination. 

The 3actalaureate creators Admission Data form included quarter and yaar 

of the student's admission to and graduation from the program, title of Core . 
Program or Concentration, degrees held and where and when earned, registration, 

‘if any, in a General College occupational program, certificates held ae where 
and when earned. - In addjtion, it .included the student's scores on the General 
Col lege- Degree Comprehensive Examination, the college of registration during 


the student's last quarter prior to admission to Baccalaureate Programs, the 


number of quarters of. continuous registration prior to admission, and whether. 


ta We 


4 Bir os “ : , . 
a i ° ‘ , ‘ . = 
. 


the student was employed in a field related to ner/ais cayrze art.cam a: 


ae 


pet bap vige Sf -apSlicacion. 
t= . ~ _ 4 i . 6 . 
Lo re fo % The eeeelt analysis ay Quarter form providee:, for classification and ,, 
> e 2 ? , J 3 ” 
bo _ . 
ae! ‘Zatagor {zation "of credjt$. chronological ly from ‘the time ‘of the student! s 


te eed ‘earkiest registration until the final quarter of study. ‘Ye. recorded amounts, 

” ; te an j : r = ‘ Ps i ‘ e t 
ae a types, and levels: of credit, how the credit’ was taken - whether A=N or S-N, 
eS and noted. numeric points’ and numeric point averagesy ‘We tabulated the credits — 


i. according to point of origin: General College day school, other University of 


Minnesota day school, General College Continuing Education and &xtension (CEE), 


‘other University of Minnesota CEE, and Outside the University of Minnesota. , : : 


We analyzed credit “by type = vo-tech, oe by. examination, course - 


‘ana ‘we: differentiated among kinds of credits students pag aSe res [tere ° 
x. ~ . o 


individual ‘study, internship,, special ty courses; and study in the Core Program 


ee 


34 or Concentration. - ~ a | ; be =. 
The Cumulative Credit Analysis form was used to organize the, data 

tomes Thee _inéthe prareding paragraph, The form provided for recording of 

data into, four time periods, as delineated below with abbreviated descriptions 


< shown in brackets.°- Dv 
5 he ue — | 9 Pe 
: | from the first quarter of registration through the Yast 
quartér prior to exceeding 90 credits, or prior to transfer 
into the college if the transfer credits were not broken 
fe i 2 ; down appropriately £0 - 90 credits]: 


rom th quarter whith exceeds 90 credits, or the quarter 

f transfer if the transfer credits were not broken down 

ippropriately through the last. quarter prior to admission 

° -7 Baccalaureate Programs [over 90 credits but not yet 
admitted to 8P] 


oe 111 from the, quarter of admission to 3accalaureate Programs 
an through the last quarter recorded [after admission to 8P 
through final quarter] yee 4 


On ae 


Objectives 
In carrying out this study, we hoped to discover seesaras ana ‘trends, 
and to discern what, if any, changes were wrougnt in students' grace perform- 
vance levels after students' admission fo 3accalaureate Programs dy comparison 
with those prior to adn} sation: 
Ne sought answers to several specific questions. How much vo-etech and 
experiential credit and credit by wyadination do we award, and to what pers 


tentages of students? Prior to their’ admission to 3accalaureate Programs, 


how much study \do students complete ‘in the General “College, ind how much in 


other.colleges of the University? -Does ‘admission to 3acca Vaureate Programs 
. . (A 


fe 
effect an in¢rease in the number of credits earned in thel’General College over 


that earned in other colleges of the University? What fort ion of study in 
thelr Core Prograr or Area of Concentration do students take in the General 
College and what p elon in-other colleges of the University? How many credits 
of internship, individdal’ study, and specialty courses do students take, tig 
at what points tn shel progress toward Jeans And finally, what changes, if 
any, occur in sthdenes* numeric point average before and after students' ad= ‘ 
mission to daccalaureate Programs? 
Findings | 

Vortech credit. Of 80 graduates, 22 (27.5%) had been weaned a total of 
1102 credits, eee 50, for vo-tech training, 7 of the 22 (8,8%) were 
granted a total of 417 credits, mean of 59.57, which had been recorded in the 
quarter of their vvaneFer to the General College. 15 (18.7%) had been granted 


a total of 685 credits, mean of 45.67, recorded between the quarter of ad=_ 


mission to Baccalaureate Programs and the students' last quarter of study. 


21,83; recorded sometime between the quarter off their admission to 3acca- 


— 


a 


; ; 

Experiential credit. Of 30 graduates, 16 (20%) had Yeén granted a total é 
} } 

of 352 experiential credits. 5 (3, 2%) had been granted a total of 112 credits, 

mean of 22,40, recorded in the quarter exceeding/90 credits aut prior to ad- 

‘ - + 


mission to the ee 11 (13,8%) received a otal of 240 credits, mean of 


jdubeate Programs and their final quarter of study. 


.  Lredit by examination. Of .80 graduates, 4 had been granted a total of ~ / 


“27 credits bien thatiba Noe those, 2 (2.5%) received a total of 10 credits, 


mean of 5, recorded between the time of their first registration and their aris 


, f 
‘last quarter prior to afoeeting 90 credits. |! (1.3%) received 4 credits, fs 


recorded between the suarter which exceeds 90 credits and the last quarter 
Prior to the student! s admission to the program, 1 (1.3%) received 13 credits, 
recorded sometime between the quarter of admission to the program and the 
student's final quarter of study. | 

Credit sources and trends. How many credits do students earn in the 
General ‘Cot lace prior to their aditeaton to Baccalaureate Programs? How an 
credits do they earn in other colleges of the University? 

Table | (Appendix) shows comparative ftotals of A-N/S=N credit earned in 


the eenepal College day school, in aihee University of Minnesota day school, 


_in General -College Continuing Education and Extension (CEE), and in other 


University of Minnesota CEE, both before and after students' admission to 
Baccalaureate Programs. 

Prior to admission: GC day and GC-CEE, From records ayailable for 
graduates who participated in our survey, we recorded a combined total of 
1897 A-N/S=N credits completed in the General College day school, and. 388 in 
GC-CEE for the period from the quarter that exceeds yol ered! es threugh the 


last quarter prior to students' admission to 3accalaureate Programs, 


After admission: GC day and GC CEE. “following students’ shissiael 
to the program, the combined total of A-N/S=N credit earned in the General 
College day school rose by 30% to 2726, In Ganeral Soileca cece 


ees, tne comoined 


~\ 


cotal rose by 38% to s25,' °* - 


Prior £9.acmissicn: diesae SM gay and aiter UM SEE. By oanpavtaei: 
our data revealed a Geno Tne total of 533 A=N/S-N credits completed in other 
University of Minnesota day school prior to students admission to the General 
College Baccalaureate Srautens We recorded a combined total of 393 credits 
taken by students in other University of Minnesota CEE, 

After admission: other UM day and other UM CEE. Following students' 
wand dation to our program, the combined total of A=N/S-N credits earned in 
other University of Minnesota POR ROt ress about 0% to 586, In other 
University of Minnesota CEE, however, the combined total of credits declined 
by 44% to 218, * 

Students! admission to Baccalaureate Programs appears to have a marked 
effect on increasing the numbers of credits earned by students in the General 
College, either through day school ( + 30% ) or through GC-CEE ( + 38% ), 

It is accompanied by a slight rise in the number of credits earned in 
other iiuaranty of Minnesota day school ( + 8% ) and seems to effect a 
considerably large decline (= 44% ) in the number of credits earned in 


e 


other University of Minnesota CEE, 


Credit patterns. What portion of study in their Core Program or Area 


of Concentration do students take in the General College and what portion in 
other colleges and departments of the University? How many credits of intern- 
ship, individual study, and specialty courses do students take, and at what 


points in their progress toward desree? 


‘Core Procram and Area of Concentration credits. Tadle 2 (appendix) 
shows pactxens of credits earned in the Core Program or Area of Concentration,. 
beforé and after students' admission to 3accalaureate Programs, Prior to 

“adnission, Students took almost as many of these credits outside the college 
as. in: 892 in other University of Minnesota depdrtments and colleges to 
‘904 in the Gérieral College. | 
/ eel Vout students! admission to the program, however, the figures shift 
noticeably. é 941 recorded credits, 72% ora vaisinwd total of 679 AeN/S-N 
credits was earned in the General College. 28% or a combined total of. 262 


Aeil/S=N credits was earned in other University of Minnesota departments and 


colleges. 


refer to it throughout this report as internship. 


Table 3 (appendix) shows a recorded grand total of 742 internship credits 


for subjects of our gurvey. Of that number, 410 were completed before students' 


admission to Baccalaureate Programs. 332 were completed after admission, The 
percentage of students who koe internship credits after their dnd saton By 
‘comparison to the percentage of those who took such study before admission 
increased. markedly. Internship taken early in studenes? progress toward degree 
tended to de for fairly large modules of credit (mean: A-N 13,33; S-N 27,50), 
Taken after admission to the program, internship projects tended to be for more 


moderate modules of credit (mean: A-N 11,13; S-N 9,29), 


10 


Go xxx9 © individual study credit. General College students, 


especially those enrolled in individualized saccalaureate aegree programs, | 
are encauraged oy the faculty to attempt individual study at oe point of 
tnair education. Course numbers ending with the digit 9 provide for regis- 


+ ; a 


tration of such projects. _ 

Table 4\(appendix) shows a recorded grand total of 703 individual study 
credits for subjects of our survey, Of that total, 452 were completed before 
students! int ssine ‘to Baccalaureate Programs. 251 credits were completed 
after admission, Although a much isc percentage of students took individual 
study after admission to the program than did before admission, the mean numoer 
of credits for projects is considerably reduced from those of projects taken 
early in-students' progress toward degree, Individual study taken early tended 
to be for quite large modules of credit (mean: A=N 36.78; S-N 35.0). Taken 
after admission to the ony individual Study projects tended to be much 
smaller (mean: A-N 7,04; S-N 8,09), 

‘Seeciaity course credit. *The General College offers training to 
students in a variety of occupational programs which consist of general educa- 
tion courses and certain required specialized courses, Thoke specialized 

courses provide training in the saivtt cada occupational area and serve, usually, 
as the basis for certification in the field. 1 refer to such courses throughout 
‘this report as specialty courses, 

Table 5 (appendix) shows the pattern of specialty study among the subjects 
of our research, We recorded a grand total of 526-specialty credits of which 
137 were completed before admission to 3accalaureate Programs,. and 329 were 


completed after admission, The data in Table 5 indi cat@™that most specialty 


study aes somewhere between the time students exceed 90 credits of 


~ 


I] 


ive] 


“ a a . 


acacemic work and their last suarter in.tse program, After admission to 
3accalaureate Programs, 22 of our subjects (27.5%) had taken’a total of 
270 specialty credits, A-N, for a mean of 12.27, 9 (11.2%) had taken a total 


of 59 credits, S-N, for a mean of 6,56, Co 4 : 


Grade and numeric point averagés. How well do students achieve in their 


i oaeenteeieenennemmtiniemitiniient 


academic work before and after they have been admitted to the General College 
Baccalaureate Program? The standard for admission is a C (6) average. The 
« Subjects of our oe ee as may be seen in Table 6 (aonendts: exceeded that 
standard both before and after admission to the program, Numeric ,and grade 
point averages are reported in Table 6 for credits earned in the General | 
College day school, other University of hisnesots day school, General catiage CEE, 
ce . and other University of dfiiesnes CEE. Averages for credits earned chpeaioh cee, 
whether GC-CEE or other UM-CEE, remain notably stable, They show virtually little 


change from the period of 0 = 90 credits through the last recorded quarter of 
8 ‘ = 


« 


study. 


re’ : g 


my 


The greatest change occurs in numeric point averages of credits earned /, 
through the General College day school. For the period of 0 - 90 credits,’ 


42 (52.5%) of our subjects had a mean numeric point average of 7,72. For the 


# e & 
) period after admission to Baccalaureate Programs through their last quarter of 


bad 


recorded study, 59 (73.8%) of our subjects had a mean numeric point average: 


of 9,20, a rise of 1.48 points. 


vw“ 


Grade point averages of credits earned through other University of Minnesota 
day school show a rise of .60 points over the same period, from a mean grade 
a , 
point average of 2.27 for 39 (48.7%) students to a nfean grade point average of | 


2,87 for #l (51.3%). 


The standard for graduation from Baccalaureate Programs is a C+ average, 
of ” S : 
in numeric points C (7). Final mean/numeric and grade point averages shown in 


12 - _ 


Q % a on 
.\ Table 6 = 9,20, 2.87; 8,61, and 2,82 - indicates that sudjects of this study’ 


ee: the graduation standard, 


qe aia | Pe 7 : oa | es | ¢ 3 | : 


a ; * Slightly more. than a fourth ‘of the Baccalaureate rragrem graduates in ' 


‘this survey had been ‘granted vo-=tech credits. A fifth, of the graduates had 


réceived experi@ntial credit. Only 5% had received credits by examination. . 


E ‘i Admission ‘to Baccalaureate Programs effected a marked increase in the number 


a Pua earned ehroudt the General Col lege day school and GC-CEE, a 
, 3 « x ’ 


considerable decrease in the number of credits earned through other University 
of Minnesota CEE, and a very slight increase in the number earned through other, 
. : = : : ( ; 


iniversity of Minnesota day “school, 
ae i Sefore admission Gs program, students took about 50% of credits in- 
‘what would ultimately be thein Core Program or Area of Concentration within 
“the heneeat College and 50% in other Univarstt? of Minnesota departments. 
After admission, the sea a shifted to 75% = 25%. 
The percentages of stidents who took inte#ship, individual study, and 


specialty course credit increased markedly after students' admission to the 


- 


~ 


program, 
Grade and numeric\ point svernces of credits earned through CEE, whether _ 
3 - GC-CEE or other UM= CEE, “show almost no change throughout the attine period from 
‘the earliest registration to the final recorded study., Change dées occur in 
_the ave lages of credits earned through the General College and othér University 
Cae sthool. Grade and aunerte-pelnevauneaens of credits earned by 
subjects of this survey exceeded, the standards set by the General College faculty 


J 
for admission to and graduation from Baccalaureate Programs 
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"° Before BP Admission ~ 


* 
tt) = A-N Total 
S$-N Total 


After BP Aduiss jon 


* 
it A-H) Total 
S-N Total 


- 


- + Before BP Admission 
i A-N Total 
S-N Total 

After BP Adinission 


111 A-N Total 
S-N Total 


* 
See legend under 


2% 


-« 


GC Day 
N 4 
46 57.5 80 
4 dts 8,30 
1897 
SU 346 2426 44,12 
31 = 38,8 300 9,68 
27:26 
GC-CEE 
Total 
N % Credit Mean 
17 «(21,3 368 21.65 
5 6,2 20 4,0 
388 
29 «36,2 529 18,24 
12 15,0 97 8,08 
626 
Data, p. 3. 


l= 


32 
10 


41 
10 


I= 


& 


Other UM Day 


Total 
.% Credit 
40,0 473 
12.5 65 
538 
51.3 537 
12.5 49 
586 


Other UM-CEE 


Total 

h Credit 
31,2 359 
6,2 34 
393 

25.0 175 
10,0 43 
218 

ap 


Mean 
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x! pueddy 


a 
@ 
e a. 
= 
w 
o a 
Ke 
oO ® 
13 
= Co 
Genoral College Other U of .M ties 
. a. pols 
Total Total "ee 
Nu ‘he Credit Moan / Credit Mean ce 
Before BP Admisslon ! 7G 
é. » 
{| toro Program / Concentration A-i 18 22,5 297 16,5 532 21,283 
Core Proyran / Concentration S=N 3 3,8 36 - 12,0 . 36 12,0 oo oS 
: : 333 _ 568 See 
' © 
1} Core Program / Concentration A-H 28 35,0 529 18,89 288 13,00 gd) og 
Core Pragram / Concentration S-N 7 8,8 42 6,0 a NG 6,0 is 
ae 571 324 a g 
i # By 
After BP Admission a A 
Y 
ttt) = Core Program / Concentration A-N 30 «37,5 606 20,20 245 11,14 8 a 
Core Program / Concentratlon S-N 10 4.2,5 73 7,30 17 3,40 tad 
beat 679 “362 oP 
- 
a oo 
ae 
$68 
wus 
et 
oo 
o 
? ' Ye at 
, _ fe] 
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Credit 
N vA ' Total Mean 
Before BP Admission . 
$ GC xxx9 A=N er 9 Thee 331 /36.78 
GO xxx9 SN er 2 2.5 . 70 ie bo EE 
"401 
| GC xxx9 A=N cr 6 Edi a ST 8.50 
GC xxx9 S-N cr ~ =. ° ; -. 
" After 8P Admissian ; 
It) GC xxx9 A-N cr 523 28:3 9% 82 7.04 
GC xxx9 S-N cr 1} 13, 8- 89 8,09 
EH 254. - - 
7 - nae Table 5. Specialty Credit 
~-Earned Before and After Admission to 3accalaureate Programs, 
. Credit 
M4 % ~ Total Mean 
Before 8P Admission . 
| Speeialty A-N 5 6.2 10,60 
Specialty S-N 2 2.5 mee 7.50 
‘ . 63° 
11 Specialty A=N 16 G00 ° Tt. RS 
Specialty. S-N 2 2.5) 15 7.50 
: » “> F293 


After BP Admission 


Table 3, Internship Credit | 
Earned Before and After Admission to 3accalaureate Programs | 


Credit | 
N eA Total Mean 
Before 8P Admission | 
1 GO xxx? A=N cr 9 11.2 120 13,33 : | 
\ GC xxx7 S-N cr 3 10,9 220 27,50 | 
340 | 
Hi” GC xe? AN cr 3 10.0 54 6.75 
GC xxx7 S=N er . 3.5 16 Jeoe 
70 ; 
“After BP Admission 
ltl = GC xxx? ASN cr 24 30,0 267 thts 
GC xxx7 S-N cr 7 8.8 65 9.29 


s 


| 


Table 4, Individual Study Credit 
Earned Before and After Admission to Baccalaureate Programs 


itl Specialty Aen 22 2 70 : : 
Specialty S-N 9 tha 59 6.56... “ad 


Before BP Admission 


1 Numeric point average © 
Grade point average 


11 Numeric “point average 
Grade point average 


After BP Admission 


111° ~ Numeric point average 
+ Grade point average 


19° 


= 

GC Day 
N  % 
42. 52,5 
46 57.5 
59 73,8: 


7.72 


8,6) 


7 


Other UM Day 


On & | Mean 
39 =48.7 (2,27 
32. 40,0 2,53 
4 51.3. 2,87 

“y 


29 


GC-CEE 


36,2 


8,61 


eee, 


“9 alge, 


Other UM-CEE 


I= 
~ 


Hean | 


25 31,2 


20 25.0 2,82. 
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